THE    GREAT   TUDORS
indeed have "shivered them asunder"; but Parker
succeeded in asserting the authority of the bishops and main-
taining the tradition of the English Church. The ideal
unity of all the English people was beyond human compass-
ing/but that so great a measure of unity was actually
attained was due to the wisdom and statesmanship of
Matthew Parker. When the Bishops had been instituted,
clergy had to be found; there were hundreds of ordinations,
and a temporary order of lay " readers " was set up, to
provide for parishes without priests. They must wait until
men of learning could be trained, for Parker would not lower
the standard necessary for Orders. Pastors must be men fit
to guard their flocks against ignorance and loss of faith. He
believed in the goodness of heart of the people, but held also
that they must be under authority :
" God keep us from such a visitation as Knox has
attempted in Scotland, the people to rule all."
His attempts to supply the Northern provinces with
bishops and priests were thwarted by Elizabeth, still in need
of money, though he warned her that unshepherded and
untaught congregations were potential rebels:
*c Whatever is now too husbandly saved, will be an
occasion of further expense, in keeping the people down."
His foresight was justified by* the rebellion which broke
out in 1568, when the arrival of Mary, Queen of Scots,
stirred the already troubled waters.
" The coals were kindled here; but the bellows which
gave the wind lay at Rome and there sat he which made the
fire," as Jewel observed. The rebellion having borne the
character of a Catholic crusade, the Government afterwards
ordained that the people of Northern England should be
instructed by w some discrete preachers in open sermons,"
and demanded that Parker should prepare a " Homily
against Wilful Rebellion." As he did so, he must have
reflected that no need for it would have arisen, if instruction
by discreet preachers had been given ten years earlier.
The Visitation of the whole English Church undertaken
in 1561 showed that" things were far out of order in matters
of religion," Many clergy were absent from their parishes;
some were busy, profitably to themselves, at the Court of
Arches; few clergy could preach, at a time when preaching
was vital, and there were those who maintained Romish
practices. The fabric of the churches was badly damaged
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